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Arizona Illuminates With Their Second Release Glowing Bird
Buzz band Arizona will release their second full length album Glowing Bird on October 14th, 2008.  Crafted in the mountains of Western North Carolina, Glowing Bird radiates with layers of instrumentation and harmonies.  This will be the third release from the Asheville based Echo Mountain Records label (Tyler Ramsey, Malcolm Holcombe) and Arizona’s most honest and cohesive release to date.

Arizona was formed in Brooklyn and now resides in Asheville.  They are not from Arizona.  They emerged onto the music scene in 2005 and have established themselves among the blogosphere with raves from Largehearted Boy, Coke Machine Glow, My Old Kentucky Blog, I Guess I’m Floating, Little Radio and more.  Says My Old Kentucky Blog, Arizona is “for those who enjoy musical twists and turns, texture [and] sweet harmonies” and I Guess I’m Floating says Arizona has “a sound that recalls some pretty fine Beatles-esq instrumentation and Modest Mouse style freakouts, paired with great vocals and a light dusting of a Decemberists-like alt/folk/country twitterpation.”

For the creation of Glowing Bird, the four musicians moved into a rural farmhouse to sculpt and record their new songs.  The eclectic mountain town and its surrounding natural beauty proved the perfect setting for the sonic quality of the album.  The band experimented for months in their makeshift studio, in some cases allowing the songs weeks to build and evolve.  Featuring meticulous layering of notes and instrumentation, Glowing Bird was crafted with special consideration for harmonies.  The result is smart and playful, yet upon each listen, new intricacies are discovered.

Opening the album is “Heath”, a song reflecting on passion and death.  Set in a ghostly shuffle, “Heath” was composed down by a lake in a group setting.  “Colors” takes its cue from nature as well and was inspired by a particularly poignant sunrise.  It owes its buoyant sound to a classic rock style guitar riff.  

Besides taking influence from their mountain surroundings, Glowing Bird also reflects on personal experience and observations.  During a slow morning at work at a balloon factory in Brooklyn, NY, Nick Campbell (singer/guitarist) wrote the lyrics to “Balloon” about a co-worker named Myron.  “He was the oldest salesman at the balloon company” says Nick, “he worked there for decades.”  Soaring french horn and warm orchestration evoke the youthful spirit of Myron and balloons.

CD release concerts for Glowing Bird are in the works for Asheville, North Carolina and Brooklyn, New York.  A Fall tour will follow.

Arizona is Ben Wigler (vocals/guitar), Alex Hornbake (bass/vocals), Nick Campbell (vocals/guitar) and James DeDakis (drums/vocals).
Glowing Bird Track Listing:

1.  Heath

2.  Balloon

3.  Swimming Hole

4.  You Were Right

5.  Ghost

6.  The Glowing Bird

7.  Otto The Eel

8.  Don’t Have the Body

9.  Easily

10. Colors

11. The Fairly Light

12. Whiskey Or Wine

For more information on Arizona including jpegs, please visit www.musicallies.com/resources/arizona 

or contact Crissa Requate (crissa@musicallies.com) at Music Allies, 828-252-6300
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